
 

 

TO: Cheshire West and Chester Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

DATE: 15th June 2021 

SUBJECT: Review of short term/respite care at Sutton Beeches, Curzon 

House and Leftwich Green  

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

1.0 Why is this item before the Scrutiny Committee? 

 

1.1 One of the proposals within the Unprecedented Times consultation document  

was the need to review building-based services within Adult Social Care.  

www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/councilbudget  It described a vision of 

moving away from delivering traditional building based short term/respite care 

towards offering a range of flexible, bespoke services delivered close to 

people’s homes and within their local community and set out plans for a more 

detailed consultation on these proposals. 

 

1.2 To act on the recommendation of the Budget Scrutiny Committee held on 8 

February 2021 that: ‘the responses to the Respite and Short Term Care 

Consultation and details associated with the proposed closure of related sites 

be referred to People’s Overview and Scrutiny’. 

 

1.3 The outcome of this consultation, options appraisals and recommendations 

are due to be presented to Cabinet on 7th July 2021.   

 

2.0 What is Scrutiny being asked to do? 

Consider the report detailing the review of short term / respite care services at 

Sutton Beeches, Leftwich Green and Curzon House and the 

recommendations identified within it. See full report at Appendix 1. 

 

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

3.1 To note the content of the report. 

 

http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/councilbudget


3.2 To consider the consultation response and recommendations contained within 

the report and provide any recommendations to help inform the Cabinet 

decision. 

 

3.3 That this Scrutiny Committee receives an update in 12 months’ time on 

progress with the implementation of the recommendations should these be 

approved by Cabinet. 

 

4.0 SUMMARY OF MAIN ISSUES 

4.1 This report sets out an improved model for the delivery of short term/respite  
care services for older people in Cheshire West and Chester which would 
provide more person centred, flexible, locally provided (at or closer to home) 
and sustainable services.  Offering greater choice and control for service 
users and carers and enabling the Council to fully meet its duties under the 
Care Act 2014. 
 

4.2     The report sets out the findings from the consultation carried out with service  
users, families/carers and staff in relation to the delivery of short-term/respite 
care at Sutton Beeches, Curzon House and Leftwich Green and seeks 
Cabinet approval to implement the recommendations.    
 

4.3     The report details the potential impact of the proposed changes for service  
users/carers who access short term/respite care at these three buildings, 
Adult Social Care staff and the Council 

 
4.4 In parallel the report highlights the impact of changing the future delivery 

model for the permanent residents at Curzon house. 
 
4.5     The report notes that any decision to close Leftwich Green and Curzon House  

will not impact on funding available for day services operated from within 
these buildings.  
 

4.6     The report seeks approval to invest in a wider range of short term/respite care  
services and to commission block booked short term/respite care beds in the 
independent sector to enable a more diverse equitable offer of short-
term/respite care for service users and carers 
 

4.7 The report sets out the financial case for change and the need to release the 
£3.1m funding committed to these three building-based services to invest in 
the improved short term/respite care services model and to contribute towards 
meeting the cost of the £12m growth that has been included in the 2021-22 
Adult Social Care budget.  
 

4.8     The report outlines the possible options for the future of the buildings/sites as  
including the potential for conversion to sheltered housing, transferring assets 
into the housing revenue account and a commitment to future development 
for the benefit of the local communities. 
 



5.0 How will this review by Scrutiny make a difference to those living or 

working in the Borough? 

5.1 The revised delivery of services will ensure that the most vulnerable adults are    
supported to access appropriate adult social care services.  The main aim is 

to provide a consistent variety of choices to all service users and their carers 

in order to meet their ongoing needs and to support them.  

6.0 How does this review link to the Council’s priorities? 

6.1 A key theme throughout the Councils Plan for 2020 – 2024 is to enable more  
adults to live longer, healthier, and happier lives: along with being an efficient 
and empowering Council. The outcomes that are specifically linked to these 
aims focus on the following: 
 

• To ensure adults benefit from good health and wellbeing throughout their 
lives ensuring that they feel supported, listened to, and valued. 

• To ensure that we think differently about how we meet the challenges of 
people living longer and maintaining good mental health. 

• To work closer with NHS, care providers and communities to build on 
people’s strengths and capabilities to make this happen. 

• To support people to live at home for as long as possible and ensuring 
that their local community will be there for them when they need them. 

• To achieve value for money and innovate to make a positive difference. 

 
6.2 Provision of short term/respite services for carers and service users is vital  

to enabling people to continue providing informal care for the people they 
support, which, takes into account the needs of both the carer and the cared 
for person. Alongside the new Respite Policy that was introduced in 2020 the 
future offer for short term/respite care will ensure an equitable, consistent and 
transparent approach to delivering planned and emergency respite and 
greater choice for service users and carers. 

 

 

Contact Officer:  Charlotte Walton 
Service Area(s): Adult Social Care and Health 
Tel:     
Email:  charlotte.walton@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 
Service Area: Health and Wellbeing Directorate 
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